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eS, yeS, | know, this issue was meant to 
come out about 30 years ago... | was gonna 
‘get started on it, but then some other stuff 
_ happened. Then some stuff that | thought ep 
3, going to happen didn’t happen. Then | ende 

B up living in a different place and being there J 
longer than | expected. Then | started anew 
Mone but it turned out to be something else. 
then it turned out to be pretty much the 
same in the end. Then | went to a few places, & 
Hthen | came back here. Then | thought about Ff 
going some places, but didn't go, but ended ir 
‘ up going to some other places instead. Then 

id - ‘ 


pd met loads of great people and a few 
shitheads. Then some people left, but then 
some other people turned up, and some 


va they had not left but were doing something 
else. Then | learnt lots of stuff, but forgot lots 
of stuff too. Then | wasted loads of time doing 
pointless stuff, but also spent loads of time 
doing great things that were well worth it. 

Then there was some great times. And some 
shit times too. Then the printer | used closed 
down and | had to learn about printing again. 
Then | couldn't find the typewriter, and 

realised no one uses them any more so had to 
spend another 10 years learning to use a y 
computer. Then | had to get the motivation, 
then | had to find the time, then | had to spend 
-ages getting this shit together and waiting for ' 
Rstutt. ] 
1So thats why!!! 
Also, most of the bands in here didn'teven | 
“exist then... 
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-blogspot.com, along with 


f (THIS ONE IS FOR OUR MANY MATES 
WE HAVE LOST ALONG THE WAY: 
NEVER FORGOTTEN! 


Back Issues: All available online at- 


https://ukzinelibra: 
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when there was some "news” (the least shit one) 
covering the unfolding events in Myanmar. They 
were presenting a piece about the citizens rebellion 
against the recent military takeover in the country 
(in February 2021), and seemed particularly to 
focus on a group of spiky haired and raucous 
youngsters involved in a band/collective known as 
THE REBEL RIOT BAND. 

South East Asia (as most parts of the world by 
now), has a history of local punk rockers taking 
their cue and making the voice of punk rebellion 
relevant to their local situations. From the Philipines 
in the 80s, Malaysia and Singapore in the 90s and 
the huge scene which has developed from the 90s 
onwards in Indonesia, 

| had been aware of the Rebel Riot and earlier 
bands from Myanmar (Thanks to Tian En Man 
records). They have been around since 2007 and 
have a few CD releases (“Puppet Society”, 2012, 
“Fuck Religious Rules/Wars, 2014, “No Place To 
Live!", 2016, and “One Day!" 2021. They had even 
toured in the UK in 2017 (There has now been a film 
made of this trip: No Spicy, No Fun). However | was 
a bit out of the loop around then... 

Their music lurches from shout along street punk to 
raucous and raw thrash... maybe street crust??? 
But what remains clear is that they are angry and 
Passionate about the situation of their country, the 
downtrodden, and the world in general. Common 
themes to punk rock globally. 
Anyway, | decided a bit more investigation was in 
order, take it away! 


How did you first get into punk in Myanmar? When did 
the first punks and bands appear there? | remember an 
EP put out by Tian An Men records in the 90s, but not 
heard much else about the punk scene there. 


i Vocalist) of Rebel Riot. | found a punk group at 
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water festival around 2004 in my hometown. 
Then, it’s made me think a lot about who are 
they and why are they. After that, | learnt what is 
punk and their culture, music, lifestyle and 
ideology. In 2006, I found sexpistols dvd at the 
black market. This is my first punk band what I 
heard and saw their live in the dvd. (in that time 
we don’t have any internet and we can’t contact 
with the world because of under of military 
dictatorship system) So, everything is difficult to 
learn and find. Especially, music and cultural 
things from outside of the world. But Black 
market is very popular in that time, that why | 
found sex pistol band dvd at there. (btw Black 
market is import form china, you can get so 
many things from there cds, dvds, porn movies, 
bags, clothes, etc...) This dvd made me change 
a lot. They (sexpistol) gave me so much energy 
and support my rebellion mind and different 
point of views of life in that time. 

Our first punk band in Myanmar is I’d say “Ghost 
Rider” Their music style is like the Ramones. 
Yeah, That EP by Tian An Men record, include 
Bands are “Ghost Rider & The Ants” After that 
we have a few of local underground punk bands 
were coming. But those bands were no longer 
enough. Because difficult to stay longer with our 
political situation and economic system. That’s 
why you couldn't hear much about punk scene 
in here. 


Which bands do you feel influenced your music, attitude 
and lyrics? 

| had a lot influenced bands. Especially 70s, 80s, 
Classic UK Punks, US Punks. 

Like Punk 77, UK 82 group, American Hardcore 
group, Crass group are influenced to our music, 


attitude and lyrics. 
Is there much contact with other punk scenes in SE Asia, 
like Thailand, Malaysia etc? 
Yeah, we do have contacts with punk scenes in 
SE Asia. Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore . 
Especially we have a lot contact in Indonesia 
punk scene 
You have released a number of LPs over the years, has 
there been much reaction and feedback to these 
releases, both locally, and internationally? 
Here traditional culture and pop music is very 
popular. But also Hip Hop scene is much bigger 
than Punk scene. Our Punk scene is quite small. 
So we don’t have so many listeners to our’ 
music. A few of alternative young people and 
Punk guys love our music a lot and support us. 
Also, internationally is not so much. Only a few 
strong friends really support us. 
Is there many punk gigs in Myanmar? And what kind of 
places to they take place in? Is it difficult to get hold of 
instruments, recording studios etc? . 
Mostly Punk gigs in Myanmar are under the 
bridges. All are secret gigs without permission 
from police or authority of city. That why, 
sometime we have clash with polices during 
gigs. We also did gig at the beer bars sometime 
too. Yeah, Is it difficult to get hold of 
instruments, recording studios. Because of 
expensive stuff with our economic problems. 
Btw, I'd like to add one thing is. If we want to 
organize a gig in here, every bands who want to 
play in this gig, need to pay the money. Then, we 
collect the bands and money. After that we rent 
instruments and other stuff what do we need for 
the gigs. Because of we do not have an 
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sponsorship for gig. We are doing collective gigs’ 
with everyone's money. But even that we ; 
couldn’t organize gigs every month. Our gigs are, 
twice or three times a year. Maybe that’s why | 
bands are no stay longer. | 
Most of your songs seem to cover social and political 
topics concerning Myanmar, would you agree with this? 
What are some of the subjects covered that you feel 
most strongly about? 
For me punk is Rebellion, fighting for freedom 
and social justice. Especially in Myanmar, We do 
have so many issues under of militarily system. 
We need to fight for our human right, justice and 
Power of the press. Yeah, we feel most strongly 
about it. If we live in different country, we will 
fight for different issues too. 
What is the current situation there since the latest 
Military takeover in 2021? In the first months we heard a 
lot of news about the populations resistance to the coup, 
but the media here is very quiet about the situation 
there these days. 
1 can say the current situation is Civil wars 
between people and military. We are still fighting 
with many different ways, still flash 
demonstrations a lot, COM movement are still 
strong, PDF, LDF still fight with Arm force 
against military. 
Every day bombs explosion and gun shot and 
people die a lot. But, in other hand 
People is still helping each other for the 
revolution and fighting is never stop. 
Rebel Riot and other punks were shown as being very 
prominent on demonstrations in some mainstream here 
(UK). Has this caused you any further problems with the_ 
authorities there? Have you had much international 
attention and support following these news stories? 


We do not have any problems yet. Because of 
we are trying to hide for our lifestyle and not so 
much to show who we are often. Maybe that 
why they are less attention to us. Yeah, We do 
have international attention. But, Only strongly 
friends and international punk support us. 
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THE NIGHT WILL NOT BE SILENCED) 


iThousands of millions of people 
An explosion of opposition) 
Very determined minds| 


A song for freedom 
Drive out the fascists 
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_As Buddhism is the religion of your country, do you 
accept this faith and do you get any problems with the 


| priests? | noticed you have a song called “Fuck The 


| Monks”, but weren’t many monks also active against the 

| last military dictatorship in 2007, even setting 
themselves on fire in protest? 

| Ok, Well! ’m ok with normal Buddhism and 
monks. | have no problem between them. But, 
let's me explain you something. Here, we have 
three groups of monks. (1) No Politic Monks 
(they are don’t care about politics and only 
doing meditation and peace for themselves) (2) 
Pro-Democracy monks (They are like what you 
says that active against the last military 
dictatorship in 2007, 1988, etc.... We have 
nothing problems with those 2 groups of monks. 
But, No.(3) They are pro-Military monks. These 
are fascist monks too. They support to hate 
Rohingya and other religions. And They are 
strongly support to Military system. That’s why 
our song is called fuck fascist monks. 


What is now the situation with the Rohingya people in 
_the west of Myanmar? Was there much information 
about what has been happening there or have the 


authorities tried to hide this from the rest of the 

population? In my (limited) knowledge of Myanmar, 

| there have been many local uprisings against centralised 

| authority over the years, is this still a common 

occurrence? 

| Most of Rohingya people are moved to 

Bangladesh refugee camp since 2017. Some a 

| few are still in Myanmar. No so much trouble like 

_before. | can’t see any news at there anymore. 
Maybe because of coup too. The whole country 

_is fucked. 

‘So, news are very much changed every days of 

| different areas. 


In 2017 you managed to do a short tour in the UK, how 
did this come about? What were your feelings 
experiencing this country? Have you travelled much in 
any other countries? 

We come to uk tour in 2017 is with crowd 
funding. One of my friend from Landon. His 
name is jay. He organized for it. Very great 
experience and we learnt so much about uk 
punk scene and anarchist groups. This 
memories were will never forget in our life. We 
have so much fun and it’s was really great time 
in Uk. Yeah, We played in Indonesia 
2013/2014/2017, Thailand (2017/2020), Europe 
tour (2018), Uk tour (2017). 
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What are the best, and worst experiences you have had 
as a band? 

| don’t remember. Because of we had so many 
memories in during 13 years. 


How do you see the future of your country and what are 
your hopes for change? Is there any way that other 
people round the world can show solidarity? 

No More Military dictatorship. We need more 
human rights, Peace, social justice and more 
devolving a lot of young people culture and 
scene. 
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| was not planning to write any gig reviews in here, 
but this was such a great night.... 
On a cold December night, on what felt like the eve 
of a new (Omicron) lockdown, the streets of South 
London were deserted and cold but a glimmer of 
light was showing from the Queens Head pub on 
Stockwell Road.... 
Apparently a number of gigs all across London had 
been cancelled that night in the face of the 
spreading virus, so many of the brave (or foolish...) 
rejects from these cancellations ended up 
congregating here.... 
Unfortunately | arrived too late to catch the first 
band but heard they really ripped it up. | did get 
there in the middle of a long, inspirational, 
anarchist call to arms by an angry and poetic 
youth, listened to eagerly by the multigenerational, 
and growing crowd. Stirring stufft 
The Queens Head is a pretty small pub with no 
stage and no back room, so basically as soon as 
you get in, there is the bar, bands, and everything. 
But this has not hindered it from being a hotbed of 
punk activity on and off, since the late 70s. 
Nowadays it is being used by the South London 
Punk Collective pretty regularly, though this gig 
was put on by GODZILLA DISTRO. 
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948712/2021 Godzilla Distro 
benefit gig for Act For Freedo 
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yway, back to the gig, a rousing speech by 
another local anarchist got people thinking in a 
rebellious way.... 
Then following band were CABECAS CORTADAS 
(CHOPPED HEADS), a Brazilian/London band, 
created in lockdown who | was told played ina 
Brazilian late 80s style. | féared another boring 
metal outfit but when they started the whole tiny 
place erupted to their raw hardcore punk sound, in 
the tradition of Olho Seco, Ratos De Porao etc... 
fuckin great stuff! | was definitely not expecting this} 
humanic/voleanic activity. 
Next up was the Spanish/London regulars 
ESKORPUTAS who are a raucus, noisy, and 
definitely not submissive or compromising 
women.... Ear blistering noise with plenty to say 
and plenty of listeners. My ears were starting to 
ring. 
The punks were having a great night but time was 
ticking so DREAD MESSIAH had to hit the “stage”. 
This lot have been round the London underground 
Punk scene on and off in one form or another since 
the early 90s.. Tonight they were on top form, as 
were the crowd, going mental to their songsand | 
knocking the vocalist over the drum kit at one 
point (no mean feat...). They played loads of old 
and new songs in their metallic PUNK style, some 
of which will be included on their long promised 
new LP. The night was rounded off by a raucous 
cover version of “Sonic Reducer”, which set the 
place alight one last time and left everyone to go 
home with massive smiles on their faces after a 
great night of fun, friends, music, beer and 
Anarchy!! Oh, and yes Graham, Existentialism.... 


Just What IS A Trump?? 
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f One fucking statue of a rotten old slave trader gets 
pulled over and chucked in the river Avon, and all the 
| snowflake defenders of Britains historical elite and their 
lackeys in the media are getting all hysterical and 
demanding new laws to stamp out “extremism”. 
Of course, they explain, they are not actually in favour 
of slavery, but this is “National Heritage” and we are 
told that anyone who dares to question this and 
doesn’t enjoy having stone images of historical 
| wretches still lording it over us centuries after their 
deaths is trying to erase our history. 
Uh?? I'm not sure how this imbecilic argument gets so 
far when it is so full of holes it could sink in a puddle. 
For a start, when did getting rid of statues of tyrannical 
figures come to imply “erasing history”?? You don’t 
see any statues of Hitler in Germany, Franco in Spain, 
Hussain in traq, Pol Pot in Cambodia or Stalin in 
Poland, Hungary etc etc.... But people in these 
countries are very aware of the grotesque acts carried 
out by these monsters. And probably at least, if not 
more, aware of their national history than in the UK. So 
the claim that getting rid of statues is an attempt to 
deny our history is a complete nonsense. 
The fact is that our national elite have never been 
comfortable with a true account of the history of the 
British Empire, its multiple atrocities, and crimes 
against humanity throughout the world during its 
bloody reign. They prefer us to simply believe that the 
good old Brits were bringing civilisation to grateful 
savages around the world, and if a few million died 
along the way, weil, that was just unfortunate collateral 
damage for the greater good. 
And make no mistake, that “greater good” has never 
included the majority of people here in the homeland, 
The bloody boots that stamped their way around the 
world were always on hand closer to home to put in 
place any restless natives in the UK (and even more in 
Ireland), unsatisfied with the squalid conditions they 
were forced to live and work in. The glory of the empire 
was always about the enrichment of the elite at the 
expense of the people of the world, as well as here. 
That is the history they don’t want us to know about. 
So when they say they don’t want to erase history that 
is exactly what they want to do. They don’t want is to 
‘know about the bloody history of empire and how the 
\elite enriched themselves upon the suffering of 
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millions. They want us to believe they are just “naturally 
rich” and that is just the way the world is, so don't ask 
questions, OK? 


- ‘To question this state of shit is not to piss on the 


graves of the millions of those young men who were 
forced over the bloody trenches (of both sides) to their 
slaughter in the “Great Imperial War” of 1914-1918, nor 
those who died fighting against fascism in the Second 
World War. We honour their memories by recognising 
the real cause of the theft of their young lives, and by 
fighting for a better world where such barbarity can 
never be repeated. 

It is not strange that people feel a special connection 
with their place on the planet, where they were born, 
where they spend their lives and have friends, family 
and everything that is familiar and dear to them. Yet 
these natural human feelings of love, solidarity and co- 
operation have been exploited and perverted, and 
labelled as a “patriotism” that demands unconditional 
loyalty to the local elite (God, King and Country 
anyone?) in the belief that this is the same as loyalty to 
family, friends and fellow citizens. 

So when you pledge unquestionable loyalty to the red, 
white and blue, the butchers apron, remember, you are 
not showing solidarity to your fellow countrymen but 
blind obedience to your age old masters who have 
never, and will never hold such loyaity to you. 


What Is Art?? This is Art!! 


ks to punk rock artist Carlos Cassotti (Ex NAILBITER, SPLIT VEINS and CULT SYNDROME, 
ey oe P Brazil) for this and another piece somewhere in here. But what does it mean?? Who 
knows? It might have a different meaning to everyone! And does everything have to have a 
ing and an explanation to be appreciated or enjoyed? | don’t think so. But maybe only 


lishit art needs an explanation to justify itself? Anyway who the fuck am | to say? | know fuck all 


about art, but | think Carlos’s stuff is great so enjoy it, or don't, it’s up to you!! 
Carlos contact: @pppseudonym (Instagram 
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the UK punk scene in 1982 with their debut 8 

track EP “Society’s Rejects” (Pax Records), 
which reminded me of some kind of mix of the 
|Cockney Rejects and Discharge, with its 

breakneck, buzzsaw classy tunes and aggro 
anthems covering various social and politically 
| relevant subjects. 

They put out loads of further impressive releases 
|and gigged profusely in the early to mid 80s 
\before fizzling out sometime in the late 80s. I 
|was excited to hear they had reformed recently 
and their new LP “The Enemy Within” (Boss 
/Tuneage) was no disappointment, demonstrating 
they were still a force to be reckoned with, still 
totally relevant, and not merely a nostalgia 
jtrip... A Raising Hell Interview was definitely in 
order! 


What made you want to start up again after so 
long? What have you been up to the last 30 odd 
years? 
Lev — Firstly, we’d al! stayed mates all this time, 
and me and Bunny decided to go to Rebellion one 
year and bumped into an old mate of ours who said 
he’d been touring Europe and that there was still 
quite a bit of interest in the band, and that we 
should get the band back together. 
Bunny- Which we did soon after. This new line up 
is Me on Bass, Lev on Guitar, Danny on Vocals and 
Dave on Drums. 
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What has the reception been like to your new 
material/gigs? 

Danny: We've done one shit gig but all of the 
others have been great. 

Bunny — Its been really good, people seem glad 
that we're back and like the new stuff as well as the 
old. 

Dave — It's been great to plav some festivals 
abroad, which I hadnt done before. 

What differences do you see between the punk 
scene of the 80s and now? What do you feel were 
some of the best and worst aspects of it then, 
compared to now? 

Dave — There’s not that much difference, a lot of 
the bands we liked in the 80’s are still playing, and 
it’s good to hear some new stuff. There’s also a lot 
more DIY gigs and autonomous venues around the 
country, and it’s good that nowadays you can have 
a gig with punk, skin, anarcho bands all on the 
same bill without much trouble. 

Your new singer, Danny sounds very much like 
your original singer, as does the rest of the new 
material on “Enemy Within” (In a good way!), 
was there a conscious decision to get back to 
your roots, or is this just how it turned out? 
Dave — That’s just how it turned out. Me and Lev 
do most of the writing so it just sounds like stuff 
that we like or are influenced by. 

Danny: That's pretty much what I sound like when 
I'm shouting. I've never tried to copy Chris’ voice. 
How and when did the new line up come about? 
Have Dave and Danny played in any previous 
local bands? 

Dave —I go way back with the Mau Maus, I used to 
roadie for them. We’re old mates from school. I’ve 
played in bands for 40 years (Cosa Nostra, Bones 
Park Rider, recorded with GPO from PTV) 

Danny: I knew Lev a bit before I joined and when 
they were auditioning for a new singer a mutual 
friend said that I should go for it. This was in 2018 
and four months later we were playing at 
Rebellion. I also play bass and sing for W.O.R.M. 
and I've previously been the bassist for Septic 
Psychos and Criminal X. 


Do you feel the Mau Maus (and punk in general) 
are as relevant now as back in the day? What 
part do you think nostalgia plays in the punk 
scene nowadays? 

Dave — Punk will always be relevant while the 
world is such a mess. While there is intolerance and 
bigotry and war and suffering there will always be 
something to write about. 

Danny: There s always going to be an element of 
nostalgia in bands when there's a demand for it. 
I've nothing against that. We try to stay relevant 
with our new songs and there's always new bands 
emerging so I see it as a good healthy mix. 

I always felt that Mau Maus had their own 
distinct style of fast and hard early ‘80s punk. 
What were some of the bands you listened to 
and any in particular that you feel may have 
influenced your sound? 

Dave — A lot of the bands we listened to early on 
were from the States like The Germs, The Dickies, 
UXA, Bad Religion, Social Distortion, mixed in 
with Discharge, UK Subs and Angelic Upstarts. 
Bunny — It’s a good mix of UK. and US. 

Some of the band are ex miners who took part in 
the 1984-85 strike, what are some of your 
enduring memories of this epic struggle? And 
how does it feel to see some ex mining areas now 
voting Tory for the first time ever? 


Lev — My own experience of the strike is still very 
vivid, as the majority of my family worked in the 
mines, and my son was born during the strike. We 
picketed all over the place just to get a couple of 
quid to buy basic stuff. We lived on food parcels 
and handouts for a year and I saw my community 
and the mining industry decimated. So I think you 
can tell how I feel about the Tory party. As for what 
do I feel about working class people voting Tory, 
it’s not for me to tell anybody how to vote, but for 
me personally I will never vote Tory ever. 


Dave —I wasn’t a miner, but did come from the 
same mining community as the others. Whole 
towns and villages were let down by the Labour 
party during the strike, they had no chance of 
winning, and now some of these communities are 
rife with drug problems and crime. So years later 
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along come the Tories saying that you’ve been 
ignored by your own class, come and join us, we'll 
take care of you. It’s the same with Brexit, vote for 
Boris cos he’ |I get things done. The Tories made it 
easy for young families to buy posh houses in new | 
upmarket housing estates, they have no idea that _ 
this was once mining land, and they have little 
attachment to the area or its history. It legitimised 
xenophobia and racist opinion. 

Concerning climate change, and your song 
“Truth Is Hard”, what do you have to say to 
people that claim climate protestors are just 
“middle class” and taking action now would be 
too costly? 

Danny: I dont think it has anything to do with 
class. [ think a lot of people dont see the 
seriousness of it though, or dont want to. Or dont 
believe it. Whatever it takes, it’s not like there's 
going to be another planet to escape to any time 
soon. 

Any future plans? 

Dave — More gigs, get new songs recorded and 
released, tour Europe. 


As my neighbour said to me 


“A book is a powerful weapon!” 4 
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From The Garage 
To The Station and& 
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type of urchins who frequented these 

"venues (with a few familiar faces 

present!). 

& What is great is that how many 

A people involved in the places have 

continued their work in one way or 

‘another into the present day, still 

_ keeping firm to those DIY ethics and a, 

sense of self reliant co-operative 

jaction. Involvement in something like # 

this is enough to maintain a lifetime 

dedication to positive rebellion. 

Unfortunately not everyone involved f£ 

got to do this and one of the main 

organisers, Toot, died in 2007, so this = 
Mis also in some ways a great 

ens Mtestament to a great punk and mate 
Pato many people. 

Definitely worth a read, and I look 

LS orward to Sned’s next book! 

i Arnorphous Press, amorphous 

"pieces. bigcartel.com) 


4 This b boo 
“uae Published by Sned on his Amorphous hj 
i Press publishing house, and is 
tne Subtitled “Stories from the Gateshead iy 
mmr Wrusic Collective 1980-1988”. 
P'" Tt is the story of 2 self-run Punk and 
i underground music venues in 
‘tmz Gateshead during that period 
“en (starting with the Garage, which led 
on to the Station), and is told asa o 
boos geries of short recollections by many / 
> of the local people involved in the 
_places, very well put together to 
= present a clear picture of the 
progression of the collective and both 
umn vernues. What shines through is the 
variety of viewpoints and 
impressions of those times (good and 
bad), which show the positivity and 
new excitement of what was going on, and 
the sense of collective action. ' 
i Of course there were also many # 
| «i negative events and experiences hig 
| "going on but like most ofthe punks ff 
ium. ..|then, everyone was pretty young and 
doing something pretty f hy 
=... groundbreaking. Considering what 
nee they were up against, these were 
“aug Mamazing venues. I was lucky enough 
to make it up to a, couple of the 
“Station gigs and was blown away by 
Athe place, the friendliness of most 
people I met and the whole set up. 
One of my favourite stories is how 
‘they collectively stood up to a bunch 
of aggressive skinheads who were 
causing ongoing problems at the 
Station. Instead of simply meeting 
‘violence with violence (as often 
happened in those days), members of 
the collective went up to the trouble 
ausers hang out and talked it out, 
-with positive results. 


— By Ian Glasper 


en win 
sesame The fifth (and final?) book in one 
Glasper’s series which has been pM 
i covering UK punk from the early ‘80s a 
up till the present day, as told by : 
" many of the bands themselves in the ““=s?4 


form of separate articles/interviews. ra 34 
44 Sub-titled “Twenty years of Post- 

/ Millennial Punk In The UK”, this is 
much more contemporary than his wa 
earlier books and therefore Many Of sr yee 
. the bands are talking about more ae 
current issues (though arguably 

, many issues from the early 80s are 
7a Just as relevant today as they were 
. then, if not more). 

The foreword and introduction both 
hit the nail on the head and (among 
other things) question of the PHN a 
relevance of todays punk scene as 
= CPposed to its nostalgia value, and 
There are loads of great photos, both .» come to similar conclusions as 
rough and professional, showing the myself. 
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.; Over 100 bands spanning 20 years, of 
different ages, musical styles and 
attitudes show that punk is without 
doubt, still a relevant force to be 
reckoned with. 

Over 600 pages long, but packed with 
stuff and well worth ploughing 
through. 

(arth Island Publishing, 
www.earthisland.co,uk) 


The book is based on factual events 

(with some parts loosely based on 

side stories, giving it plenty of 

humour and a human side). 

“| 1t also touches on many of the 
political and social events happening 

during that time (and also relevant 

historical events), which gives ita 

~ great feeling of context. Cheers 
B Gary!! 


mwww.greatnorthernbooks.co.uk) 


“Burning Down The Haus” & 


Bi Se ae 
This book covers the punk stene in East 
Germany during the 80s. I already knew 
J some of this story, but I found this book 
incredibly inspiring. Very well researched 
and written, concentratingonmanyof 
f the young punks personal stories, but 
fe arranged to create a flowing narrative . 
|. from the beginning of the punk scene in SagEr 
Ment the late 70s, up till 1989. In one of the ech 
_ ‘most regulated and oppressive countries *?t = 
|in Europe in the last decades of the 20th pares a 
“century, most of the punk youth rn 
completely refused to conform in the face *““ *#-** 
of censorship, imprisonment, expulsion 
to the west, beatings, and other severe 
treatment. In a supposed “Anti-fascist ec 
| State” the authorities even seemed to a 
turn a blind eye to the vicious attacks a 
, made by nazi skinheads on the punks and "ewe 
" other anti-authoritarians. In fact this prepencnins| 
| brutal reaction from the authorities only Proms i 
H radicalised the youth further and o 
encouraged more disaffected kids to get. ™ 
involved. It’s important to point out, that fix 3. | 
4 despite some early influences coming a ae 
from the West, this was a very ee . 
homegrown scene, relevant to its own 
circumstances, and most of the punks 
had no desire to “escape” to the West, but 
to transform their own society. It was just 
about possible to squat some of the many 
empty apartments in Kast Germany, but 
the only places the punks were welcome ~ | 
— 


| fue 
=<». Haster! Louder! 


Mein . 
An exhilarating book, about both the 
untamed sport of fell running and the § 
- _# untamed music of punk rock, with an 3 
_ ~ .. emphasis on the similarities between 
the two... told through the story of a 
“wey YOUN punk rocker, Gary Devine, in 
early 80s West Yorkshire. 

Gary was very involved in the local 
qq, PUNK scene as well as the fell running 
: ME scene, and somehow managed to 

combine the 2, with exceptional 
"eu. results. pent 

™ Boff's writing style is perfect in fy 
. describing both scenes, and being ‘ 
gig PaSSionate about both himself, gives 
it a very sincere feel. 
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a to congregate and able to express 
themselves, have gigs etc, were en 
(ironically) in church property! However rs 
no compromises were expected (nor ! 
made) to use these spaces. The book ‘ ey 

covers the story of the Berlin Wall coming 
down, in 1989 and emphasises the role 
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The pandemic has made 
the world's wealthiest far 
richer but has led to more 
people living in poverty, 
according to the charity 


| § This photo book about punks in Cuba is quite’ 
*® old now but I just came across it recently 
- @ (Thanks Fabrizzio!) and found it very 
|B interesting. at 
It is based on a workshop by a photography 
organisation from Barcelona (RUIDO) who ff 
seem to concentrate on various social issues | 
and community based projects, . 
' This project was carried out with the 

4|, participation of some of the punks they met H 
46 in Cuba, basically, documenting their daily i | | 
life and activities in their particular PH 
i situation. Many of the punks shown seem to { 1) 
be very marginalised outcasts, inone ofthe [ij 
& most marginalised countries in the world, 

i} because of its stubborn refusal to conform to 
the global capitalist model. 

However, there is a short DVD which comes 
with it, and which, to me, shows a much 
fuller picture of the people as they go about 
their daily activities, gigs etc, and talk (in 
Spanish) about their situation and being a 
punk in Cuba, The lesson here is that punk is § 
not just an image but needs a voice! 

While the photos are interesting, for me, 
what make the whole thing worthwhile is 
the DVD. Look out for the band LA SCORIA 


Books. ie aH TIM MOHR ' 


many punks (and people who came from ' 
the punk scene) played in bringing this { 
about, through regular demonstrations 
and anti authoritarian activities. But it 
continues to relate a bit more about some jf} 
of the participants continued activities : 
after this date in fighting the system. I 
fucking love this book for so many 
reasons, and I am sure many of the 
people involved would have their own } 
stories to tell. But I’m not convinced in its } 
argument that the current Berlin 
clubbing/techno scene is the main 
cultural inheritance from all those years 
of radical resistance, and it seems toend | 


the book on a, bit of an anti-climax. MY 44 (THE SCUM) which you can find on the 
“STIRB NICHT IM WA: TRRAU “RT S48) internet. I did think that its pretty ironic } 
fiona omg aa a amSa : i 5} that this lovely product costs about the same 
enon i NG ROOM OF THE 4} BH 24 4 months wages in Cuba! ! 
a DON'T DIE IN THE WAITI | CB UNIZUEE)) 
@ | FUTURE!(” | | oe re a 
(Dialogue books) LP ) i 
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Herne Rest In Punk 


Cheers to my mate Herne from Berlin who sadly 
passed away last April (2021). One of the most 
dedicated punks | have ever known. A complete 
punk rebel who rejected all forms of authority from 
his teenage years in the East Berlin punk scene 
and continued as strong as ever following the fall 
of the Wall in 1989. Always active in the 
international DIY punk scene and especially his 
“home from home”, KOPI, where he helped 
organise hundreds of gigs, as well as being active 
in the running of the place, and the resistance 
against its regular threats of eviction over the 
years. Always a thorn in the side of the authorities 
(communist and capitalist alike), but always a 
friend to the thousands of punks from around the 
globe that have met him over the years. We shared 
many a beer and a laugh together, and he will be 
missed so, so much, by so many, especially his 
family and close friends. 

Szarnuje!! 


Totally Fuck 


|The System! 
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VIRUS x “(Fears hues) a 


O yea isk. Clee: 
Virus X - Understanding the Real 
Threat of the New Pandemic 


Plagues By Frank Ryan 


f isturbi ing just ; Descriptions < it gen eal 

‘ Avery disturbing book demonstrating ju é& iwc iptions of what r 

{ ia Galea the human race is to the ag sitestyle” and why fey ae Virus is, it’s 

emerging viruses (such as the AIDS pandemic \.- &, Ly = : Us the way they fy 

+ and outbreaks of other deadly viruses such as a is is by no means om by 
Marburg, Ebola and Hantavirus) that have ober CRY but in a thoughtful way 2 S"sationalist 

. ghocked the world in the last part of this ex, 0Panne the way rsd Y and is sure ‘eh 
© century. Oe Ltd look at the worig 


.*» Written in easy to understand language 
. (though by no means is this an “easy read ) 
+ the author explains where these “new” viruses 
&- < come from, and how they begin their impact 
{b on the human race. A 
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The above book review was written over 20 years 


ago for a copy of “You’re So Hideous” fanzine that 
never came about. 

The hard thing to believe, is not that another 
pandemic has happened in the last couple of 
years, but that one on this scale has not happened 
sooner, as has been predicted for many years (or is 
that part of the conspiracy??) 

Listen, | am not gonna waste my time and yours 
arguing about this or that conspiracy theory or 
secret stuff going on that nobody knows about 
unless they do “research” by following links on 
YouTube etc etc... P 

How about this for a conspiracy ?? 
The super rich of this world are screwing us all 
over on a daily basis, enriching themselves beyond 
the wildest dreams or the necessity of anyone in 
the history of the world. Robbing us blind of our 
lives and means of living every day, while they 
convince us to fight amongst ourselves for the 
crumbs they deem worthy of throwing off the table 
to us. Clawing back the few rights and entitlements 
that so many have struggled for over the last 


‘century or so. Daily corrupting political and 


t 


know how to turn 


BILLIONAIRES on an oven or make, 
f «ee yesterday a slice of toast 
admitied she didn 


4 , &4economic systems (that are already corrupt as fuck 


2, anyway) and brainwashing our minds with their all 
i, encompassing media systems and making us too 
._ fucked up, tired or mentally bamboozled to be 
“bothered about fighting back against our 
continuing status as wage slaves and 
consumers. 
Sound too fantastic to be true? Hey, its not even a 
fucking secret! They do‘it-tight in our faces, but 
we are too content with the daily bullshit we are 
fed to even take any notice of the fact that our lives 
and our planet are disappearing under our feet, 
while they prepare themselves for what is gonna 
be left of this fucked up world with their huge 
amount of resources. The super rich take private 
trips out to space for kicks while the rest of us are 
told to make token efforts to cut our carbon 
emissions. Not even mentioning the vast majority 
of the world whose wealth and carbon footprint is 
already beyond miniscule. 


Whats Normal? 


Return to normality? Are you fucking joking? What 
is normal? Is it really normal to be in a state where 
the only happiness you can hope for is to be a 
fucking consumer of shit that you don't really need 
and would probably not even want if it was not 
shoved down your throat every day and presented 
as a way to fulfil some meaning in your life? When 
they prattle on about “freedom”, they only mean 
the freedom to be a wage slave and take part in 
the consumer circus. 
You know that feeling of elation when you manage 
to get a bit of time off from the drudgery and daily 
grind of work or escape from the routine of daily 
reality? That is a small taste of real freedom. Living 
your life how the fuck you want in your own time. | 
doubt very much there will be many of you lying on 
their death beds in (hopefully) many years to come, 
wishing they had spent more time at work instead 
of with friends, family, or simply running wild on the 
planet while you had the chance. Let's face it: 
there is nothing “normal” about the way most of 
the human race has lived for at least the last 
10,000 years. 
OK, | hear you, enough ranting, make your own 
minds up.... Back to the bands you wanted to read 
about!!! 
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ONE OF THE INTERESTING THINGS I FOUND ABOUT 
THE MEXICO PUNK SCENE IS THE NUMBER OF 
COLLECTIVES AND THE FACT THAT MANY OF THE 
D.1.Y. ACTIVITIES OF THE PUNK SCENE ARE 
ORGANISED THROUGH,OR BY THESE COLLECTIVES. 
OK,THERE ARE A FRW COLLECTIVES OVER HERE, BUT 
THEY ARE USUALLY ONLY A FEW PEOPLE, AND 
ORGANISED AROUND A CERTAIN PLACE LIKE A 
SQUAT,OR A CERTAIN ACTIVITY LIKE PUTTING ON 
GIGS ETC. ANYWAY,HERE IS AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE J.A.R. COLLECTIVE (JUVENTUD- 
ES ANTIAUTORITARIAS REVOLUCION ARI AS-ANTI- 
AUTHORIT ARIAN REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH) ABOUT 
THE COLLECTIVES AND MEXICO PUNK SCENE IN 
GENERAL.TH ANKX TO NACHO FOR TRANSLATIONS. 
YSH: WHEN DID THE PUNK SCENE IN MEXICO GET 
STARTED? WHAT WERE SOME OF THE FIRST PUNK 
BANDS THEN ? 
JAR:I guess it started around 1979-80, with 
some wealthy kids that met punk in one of 
their trips,and brought it to Mexico,but in 
a very bourgeois manner. On the other side, 
some of the first bands were SIZE and 
DANGEROUS RYTHM (Both of them singing in 
ENglish). 
YSH:HOW IS IT DIFFERENT NOW,TO THEN 7 
JAR:Punk has evolved a lot since thenjafter 
SIZE and DANGEROUS RYTHM punk arrived on 
the streets with a great acceptance ,even 
some gang-related fellows dressed punk-like. 
The Sex Pistols & Ramones were the most 
popular bands around '85 to Mexico's punks. 
In the following years Crass and Dead 
Kennedys started to be heard around, 
changing the vision about punk a little 
bit. Before 1990 there were already some 
collectives like CAMBIO RADICAL (RADICAL 
CHANGE) ,FUERZA POSITIVA (POSITIVE pon 
CHAVAS ACTIV/S. PUNKS (ACTIVE PUNK GIRLS) 
the’ collective scene grew even bigger 
around '92 when the struggle to sabotage 
the Fifth Century (Of the Wew world 
"Discovery")Celebration began...and this 
moved ahead,..some collectives started, 
others disapeared...split and brought them- 
selves back again. Us (JAR Collective) . 
started in 1993 as the counciliof several 
Mexico City's collectives,in order to 


j 


organize a punk contingent in the October 
2nd Memorial demonstration (October 2nd, 
1968 was the day when military elements, 
along with tanks and all kinds of gunpower 
assaulted the Plaza de las Tres Culturas in 
Mexico City,where a student demonstration 
was taking place,and massacred thousands), 
Around 1994 JAR organised a demonstration | 
against Californias 187 law (racist shitty 
laws,who intended to erase social and 
welfare services to ethnic minorities, 
mostly Mexican people,who immigrate to 
California for hard working,with tiny wages 
of course)sthe protest took place around a 
McDonalds restaurant,where punks started to 
give flyers about this: restaurant's obscure 


real activities, and some of them became 

so enraged that they destroyed windows, i 
furniture and computers from the inside,and | 
all had to flee. This actions effects | 
showed up in more frequent police 
harassment to some of the members, but 
fortunately no-one ended up in jailsbut 
since then quite some people dismissed from 
JAR,which became a collective for itself, 
disposing of the council-type organisation. 
YSH: WHAT IS THE AVERAGE AGE OF THE MEXICAN 
PUNKS 7? 

JAR: Average Mexican punk age goes around | 
15-22 years; I think that there is more 
over-20 punk people nowadays,for the reason | 
that nowadays punk is seen more as a way of | 
being/living than as some sort of fun or 
leisure activity. i 
YSH:'TELL US A BIT ABOUT THE COLLECTIVES ,HOW 
THEY ARE ORGANISED, WHAT ACTIVITIES THEY ARE 
INVOLVED IN ? 


JAR T don't think that theres a big 
difference between the Mexican & other 
countries collective organization 
procedures ,T mean,theres an horizontal,no 
authority collective agreement on : 
decisions about all matters, Concerning the 
jactivities,we take part in demonstrations, 
vallies,public discussions,study circles 
(around anarchism,mainly) »@igs,workshops, 
national meetings (with other Mexican 
icollectives and sometimes from abroad), 
street children welfare; in the last years 
punk-Indian resistance activities have 
grown as well,mainly of those belong to the 
states of Chiapas (the EZLN birthplace) and 
Oaxaca. 

| YSH:HOW MANY PUNK COLLECTIVES ARE THERE IN 
/MEXICO CITY ? 

| JAR:Those with the major activity number 
are about 6 or 7,and they are JAR,UPL,CAL, 
|Acrimonia and RIVALsthe last one is the 

| one that shares most activities with JAR, 
‘aside from sharing the best relationship. 
YSH: ARE MANY OF THE PUNKS INVOLVED IN 
COLLECTIVES OR IS IT A SMALL MINORITY ?° 
JAR:Its a minority;there's an estimated 
punk population of 5,000 in Mexico City 
only,and hanging around the collectives 
about 300 of them,but thanks to the 
collectives work this number is growing up. 
YSH:HOW IS THE POLITICAL & SOCIAL SITUATION 
IN MEXICO AT THIS TIME ? 

JAR: Pretty tough;neoliberalism has come and 
stayed,slaying the peoples rights bit by 
bit. Nowadays the government is trying to 


sell the electrical supply and distribution, 


to the best buyers who shows up,as well as 


increasing the principal universitys tolls, 


and this afflicts huge chunks of the 


end up as complicated misunderstandings and 
mutual hostilisties;that's the reason we're 
trying to resolve conflicts up front and 
personal, 
Besides,we have problems such as machismo, 
selfishness ,drug addiction,etc,mainly 
because of ignorance;in this country the 
peoples majority don't have good lecture 
habits;it is said that only 1 out of 100 
read books in a frequent manner. Another 
problem is the lack of economic resourses, 
for us it's pretty tough to get our way to 
a computer,publish a book or stuff like 
that,and above all we can't afford travels, 
that will get us in touch with people from 
other countries and punk scenes;the great 
majority of Mexican people dies without 
leaving only once their country,with the 
exception of United States,and that being 
because of illegal immigration for work, 


population (we aren't having a good time,are 
we...?) Besides the Indian people are one of 
|those population sections that neoliberalism 


lafflicts in a bigger manner, being Guerrero, 


,Chiapas and Oaxaca the principal slained 
\states;in these places people have to fight 
not only against their poverty and ignor- 
ance,but also with the government landlords 

who harass and exploit them (a coffee 
pickers wage,for around 1001b. of picked 
and cleansed coffee,is less than 2 dollars 
++echeck it out!).The past March 21st the 
Chiapas EZLN Army realized a request about 
pro-Indian legislations,and the government 
started a bullshit campaign,in order to 
minimize the results and importance to 
Mexican society;the Chiapas governor also 
made a TV bluff,where zapatistas renounced 
{their demands and turned themselves in to 
_to the government...pure BLOODY bullshit 
‘isn't it? 

YSH: WHAT ARE THE MAIN PROBLEMS FOR THE PUNK 
|SCENE ? 

_JAR:Mainly ,I guess,the lack of communicat— 
‘ion between collectives and people that 
work in them. Making back-stabbing critics 
Sure doesn't benefit anyone,and all these 
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PUNK SCENE AND HOW IS IT CONFRONTED ? 
JAR:Yes, theres a lot of macho bullshit,and 
as I said before,because of people's 
ignorance. At JAR we confront it by 
attending study circles and critic & self 
critic sessions,it's hard to erase it but 
we're always working on it. 

I don't really know other collectives 
working procedures,but for punk scene and 
general society discussions, debates,video 
projection and performance is made, 

SH:DO THE PUNK COLLECTIVES HAVE MUCH 
INVOLVEMENT aND SUPPORT FOR OUTSIDE 
ORGANIS ATTONS SUCH AS THE ZAPATISTAS ? 
JARs I'11 talk to you first about JAR's 
activities and then other collective work, 
At JAR we don't call ourselves anarchists, 
but autonomous beings,by that I say we have 
stable,but not stiff principles,and in 
order to work with other people or 
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Keltoi “Tempos Convulsos” 
& “XXV” EPs 

These Galician Geezers from 
the city of Vigo have been 
around for a while now (XXV is a 
celebration of their 25 years 
together) pounding out their DIY 
and Anti fascist take on street 
punk. Some solid and sincere 
songs sung in their native 
Gallego language covering the 
coronavirus pandemic and their 
local moronic mayor among 
other stuff... Heres to another 
25 years chavales! Salud!! 


(keltoi. bandcamp.com) 
The Swindells “Fear Is The 
Gun” CD 
No! Not a Sex Pistols cover 
band!!! These old school Leeds 
Lads have produced a 
blockbusting CD that needs to 
be heard. 13 Tracks of raw, 
angry, and positive hardcore 
punk rock. Punchy tunes and 
abrasive vocals about urban life 
in the 21st century. Great stuff 
and | look forward to more!(the 
windles mp.com 
Rabies Babies EP 
After years of gigging in every 
dive in the capital and beyond, 
these North London lasses (and 
lad) finally have a record out. 6 
tracks of rough, raw and back 
to basics punk rock with vitriolic 
vocals. “Rape Is Rape” singing 
about some hard to accept 
home truths, while some of the 
other tracks cover punk rock life 


and the reciesatns rieremry siren 
lifestyle. Definitely worth a 
listen: (Criminal Damage 
Records) 

Rudimentary Peni “The 
Great War” LP 

This new release from the 
legendary Peni brings to mind 
their first few recordings from 
the early 80s, more than their 
numerous releases between 
then and now. 

The same trademark tortured 
and twisted soul type vocals, 
buzzsaw guitars and frantic 
drumming (NOT thrash or metal! 
Just fast!) and dark, weird, and 
sometimes unfathomable 
artwork. From what | can make 
out the lyrics are mostly based 
on the poetry of World War 1 
(anti) war poet Wilfred Owen 
(though | only have the CD 
version and the lyrics are 
completely unreadable, and 
yes, | have got reading 
glasses!!!). This lot were pretty 
original in their early days and 
this record shows they are still 
pretty unique. (Sealed Records) 
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Mau Maus “Side By Side” 
LP 

One of the few great early 80s 
bands that hadn’t re-formed 
until recently so | was excited to 
hear their new stuff and it 
doesn’t disapoint. First side 
delivers 5 short sharp blasts of 
catchy hardcore punk with 
raucous shout-along tunes, 


gimp $ aj 
© still foves s punk! 


covering subjects such as the 
84-85 Miners Strike, climate 
change, and the plight of 
refugees. To make sure we get 
the message that they haven't 
lost it, side 2 has 5 re-workings 
of classic songs from their first 
couple of EPs, A great 
comeback and hopefully more 
to follow.(Boss Tuneage 
Records) 
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Anti-System “At What —— 
Is Freedom?”LP 

This is a little old now (2017) but, 
| didn’t hear it till this year and 
as they are old faves | though | 
would put a mention in here. 
Bradfords Anti System have 
been around on and off and 
with various line ups since the 
early 80s when they were 
ripping up the local towns with | 
their hardcore but tuneful | 
political punk rock. This has i 
almost a completely different 
line up to any of their previous 
stuff so | wasn’t sure what to 
expect, but it does come 
through and deliver the 
goods.... Very heavy and 
slightly metallic thrash, but with 
a clear rough and raw link to 
their earlier days.... 5 tracks, 
one of them a re recording of 
Wot No Meat? From their first 
LP..... look forward to more 
from this lot! (Boss Tuneage) 
Amy! And The Sniffers 
“Comfort To Me” LP 

A fuckin great slab of frantic 
female fronted punk Rock in the 
greatest Aussie tradition. Great 
tunes, street smart and 
imaginative lyrics. These songs 
are a celebration of life but also 
the tragedies of life in the “lucky 
country”. The slower song 
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“Knifey” really brings home the 
unglamourised reality of street 
violence. Almost every song on 
here is a Classic, which blasts a 
massive hole in my theory that a 
bands best stuff is usually on 
their first couple of releases! 
Give it a listen. (Rough Trade) 
Swaraj Chronos 
“Sinners” CD 
7 chunky and offbeat punk 
tunes from these lockdown 
_local punk rockers. Basic but 
| unpredictable music which fits 
spot on with the early punk 
| (maybe slightly gothic?) female 
vocals. Lyrics touch on loads of 
_ socially relevant stuff and 
| definitely a band to watch out 
| for! 
| (swaraichronos.bandcamp.com) 


Slow Faction Demos 
This prolific, active, and 
politically astute South London 
| band seem to release a new 
| track on Bandcamp every 
month (some of the most recent 
being “La Commune”, “Culture 
War" and “Bubble Gum For 
| Josh”), always having 
| something to moan about (only 
_joking!), so it seems pretty 
pointless to review a specific 
‘release. They definitely (to me) 
draw on a heavy Clash and 
early punk influence but with 
their own style and plenty to 
say. Always putting on 100% 
nie another Se band to 
hears! am 
Bue Signe mT Fuoco Non 
Si é Spento” (The Flame 
Still Burns) LP 
This falian anti-fascist street 
| punk/rock (or whatever its 
called these days..) really 
grabbed my attention wher 
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they played a storming set over 
here at the about 10 years or so 
ago. | got their debut CD (“Il 
Strada Smarirte”) straight away 
and it has been a regular listen 
ever since. Loads of great 
rousing anthems, classy tunes 
and passionate, raw singing. 
One song includes guest vocals 
from Roddy Moreno of the 
Oppressed, and another, from 
Brazilian Samba singer Fabio 
Valente, so nice to see a variety 
of influences creeping in there. 
if you enjoy this stuff, this is a 
must, if not, give ita chance! A 
real classic. (Demons Run 
Amok) 

Polikarpa Y sus Viciosas 
“Hijas De La Rebelidia” LP 
These 3 Colombianas have 
been blasting out their powerful, 
abrasive hardcore punk rock 
noise since the 90’s with no 
decreasing vitriol against the 
system. Their anger is 
especially aimed at the fucked 
up situation in their home 
country, and plenty to say from 
a libertarian and angry feminine 
perspective. Great to see they 
are still about and standing up 
to the system. Look out for 
them touring Europe later this 
year (though probably not in 
Brexit Britain...) 
(polikarpaysusviciosas.bandca 
mp.com) 

Fear Of The Known 
“Cabal” EP 

A newish “secret” band (so why 
are they on Facebook???) with 
ex members of Chaos UK, 
Disorder, Rose Rose and some 
others. With expectations like 
that it does not disappoint, 
great to hear that bumpkin Kaos 


back shouting his head off 
again, and the music is in a very 
80s Japanese hardcore punk 
style... Not sure what all the 
masonic type imagery is about 
but maybe one day all will 
become clear!!(Phobia Records) 
Proud City Fathers 
“Veneer” LP 
This lot have been banging on 
about anarchy and political stuff 
since the 80s when some of 
them played in the “National 
Cunts”. PCF themselves have 
been about since the 90s and 
put out numerous releases of 
tight, hard hitting punk rock with 
imaginative tunes and plenty to 
say, still angry at the world. This 
latestrelease ids possibly their 
best so far so give it a listen. 
(proudcityfathers1 .bandcamp.c 
om) 
Backstreet Abortions 
LP 
12 short sharp shocks with 
fuckin attitude from these 
London punk scenesters. Hard 
hitting punchy tunes with 
sneering female vocals and 
some classy guitar playing. With 
such charming titles as “Go 
Suck A Dick” and “Gods A Pig” 
they tackle some relevant 
subjects such as religion, drug 
addiction, scene gossip and 
abortion rights. Great stuff. 
(Rough Trade) 
Tropical Nightmare LP 
This LP collects together 2 
demos of this London/Brazilian 
outfit, showcasing their 
demented take on some kind 
psychedelic metal-edged 
hardcore punk! Totally weird 
kind of tropical surrealist cover 
gives a great taste of what to 
expect inside! (Punk Vortex 
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Sanguisuga “Sanguisuga” 
1 bad 
Gloriously trashy, low-fi early 
punk rock style but with an 
(early) hardcore edge... dual 
vocals in Italian which are the 
definition of snotty. Makes you 
want to jump and spit 

, (metaphorically...). Look 
forward to more of this stuff!! 
(Wanda Records) 
Accidente “Canibal” LP 
Great, melodic and harmonious 
punk stuff from this Madrid 
band on their latest (and maybe 
best?) release. Bright and clear 
singing with lyrics against the 
injustices of the modern world, 
sometimes written in a quite 
philosophical way. A breath of 
fresh air. (Pumpkin Records & 
others) 
Armoured Flu Unit “Free 
The MBR Beagles” 
A benefit release track from the 
upcoming LP from this 
committed and noisy band. 
Harsh and abrasive fast music 
with a fantastically rough guitar/ 
bass sound and yobbo vocals 
pushing home their important 
message. There is also now a 
video available with this track, 
covering the subject of this 
song (dogs bred for vivisection) 
and some live shots. Look 
forward to the rest of the LP 
from this lot. 


(armouredfluunit.bancamp.com) 


Peter And The Berlin 
Blackouts “Making Punk 
Rock Great Again” EP 

A band with an ambition! 5 
Tracks of thumping great, 
positive, feel-good anthemic 
punk rock tracks with shared 
vocals, reminding me a bit of a 
mix between Chelsea and Hard 
Skin. But different.Wanda 
records) 


Anthrax “Serfs Out”LP 
Anthrax released a couple of 
explosive EPs in the early 80s 
on Small Wonder and Crass 
records. They have had a few 
other releases since reforming 
(which | haven't heard) It is a 
very strong release, reminiscent 
of early “anarcho punk”, which 
in fact covered a wide variety of 
styles, like this record. Hard 
hitting songs, with some sincere 
lyrics covering some of the 
many injustices going on these 
days. A nice surprise!(Grow 
Your Own Records) 
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Blood Robots LP 

This ground breaking band were 
heavily involved in the 
Newcastle area DIY punk scene 
in the early 80s and various 
members went on to be 
involved in many later, well 
known bands (Generic, One By 
One, Ebola etc etc). Melodic 
and tuneful music with diverse 
influences (reminds me in 
places of The Pack), great 
singing and heartfelt lyrics 
covering many topics of 
concern from that era. Its all 
from demo tapes, compilations 
and live tapes, but all pretty 
good quality and comes with a 
booklet 80s style!! 

(Thought Crime Records) 

The Rebel Riot”One Day” 
LP 

When The Rebel Riot from 
Yangon (Myanmar) sing about 
“revolution” it is not just 
something to sing about, but a 
reflection of the desperate 
situation they live in and a very 
real, urgent call to arms against 
the military dictatorship they are 
actively involved in the struggle 


against. Though they do cover 
some other important topics too 
(see interview). Quite thrashy 
hardcore stuff in places but in 
others very melodic and a great 
emphasis on the group vocals. 
In short an effective mix of 
styles with an important 
message! Solidarity. 


(therebelriot.bancamp.com) 


Cult Syndrome ra 


1S 
This lot were gigging around 
regularly in London about 5 
years ago with their own take 
on extremely raw edged fast 
punk stuff with rough vocals 
and were one of the upcoming 
bands at the time... but then 
‘most of the band moved away, 
and drummer Aleksia died 
tragically. Most of these songs 
‘were released a few years ago 
‘on demo but it’s good to see 
ithem now more widely available 
‘on vinyl, and a nice epitaph. 
((Punk Vortex Records) 


Bob Vylan “We Live Here” 
LP 

Wow! Highly inflammable 
London duo with some spot on 
lyrics, especially concerning 
racism and the lost dreams of 
our great British Empire, seen 
from the viewpoint of being 
young and black in 21st 
Century London. Musically its 
like some kind of hybrid mash- | 
up of rap/grime/punk/ metal/ | 


electronic. But its definitely the | 
message and attitude that is in 


the spotlight here, especially in 
songs like “We Live Here”, 
“Pulled Pork” and “I Heard You 
Want Your Country Back”.Very 
refreshing to hear something 
that still really kicks some 
fucking arse!!(Bob Vylan Music) 


archeological restoration and QUALITY MUSIC REHE 

remastering of their demo of the | [RAgIRCmtpasamcaaeiaeas 
Same name which was recorded j 
in 1989. The music is rough and 


Cambio Negro “Ecos Do 30 
Mundo” (“Echoes From 
The 3rd World”) LP 
This band started in 1983 in 
Recife in North-East Brazil, 
which is a pretty fucking 
hardcore statement in itself 
considering the economically 
deprived condition of the region 
and the military dictatorship at 
_the time. This is a near- 


Dulce et Decorum Est 


raucous punk, Brazilian style 
with heavy Discharge sounding 
influences.(Punk Vortex) 
Inner Terrestrials “Heart Of 
The Free” LP 
First new release from these old 
. - London faves. A bit mellower 
musically than some of their 
previous releases, but the lyrics 
are just as angry and sincere as 
ever in their denunciations of all 
the shit going on in the world 
regarding human rights and the 
environment. More of their great 
punk/ska/folk crossover. Good 
to see them still going strong! 
(MALOKA & Other labels) 
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Behind the wagon that we flung him in, 

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 
His hanging tace, like a devil's sick of sin; 

If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 

Come gargling trom the froth-corrupted lungs, 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 

Ot vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues, ~ 
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest 
To children ardent for some desperate glory, 


The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est Johnson, Nigel 
Pro patria mori. Farage, “Tommy 
Notes Robinson” etc etc... 


Latin phrase is fram the Roman poet Horace: ‘It is 
sweet and flitting to die tor one's country, 
~/oesaenlitenrert 


J.A.R. (Mexico) Continued 

organisations,we focus ourselves on the 
points of mutual agreement rather than the 
differences;we work mainly with libertar— 
ians and punks,sometimes with the Zapatista 
support council & street children,and also 
other social civil organisations, 

We only refuse to work with people that try 
to get advantage out of us to climb them- 
selves up into a power position,and of 
course,we don't work with nazis,fascists, 
political parties or the sort. 

About other collectives,there are some of 
them always steady for work and they do 
support Zapatista movement and other civil 
organisations;but there are also others 
that fence themselves against different 
thoughts except for anarchism & don't work 
with any kind of leadership-commanded 
groups,not even with the EZLN,arguing that 
they have leaders... 

YSH:HOW DO YOU MAKE PULQUE ? 

JAR: Ahhh! Pulque is a Mexican traditional 
aleoholic beverage,Aztec's heritage (that 
they called TEUHTLI)and ig fashioned from a 
cactus (called maguey) jujce;this juice 


poem by Wilfred oa 
Owen, Ghd died in 
the trenches of the : 
First World War. A 
man who knew a bit 
more about the a 
“glories” of dying for .~: 
your country than = £3 
the likes of Boris 


calls itself AGUAMIEL (honeywater);this is | 
fermented and then turns to PULQUE,and to 
this you can add several flavours:pineapple. 
strawberry,peanut,oatmeal (mmhhh...),even | 
oyster ! | 
YSH: ANYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SAY ? 
JAR:Thanks for the interview and remark 
that we would like to exchange mail with 
the UK,theres a lot of bands there that 
influenced us:Crass,Dirt,Blitz,Chaos UK, 
Disorder etc:we would like to get in touch 
also with people from collectives,fanzines, 
bands... At JAR we are starting our own 
record label,called JARKORE RECORDS,and our 
main pretension is to trade info & material 
with European collectives;we have good 
contacts with punks from Brazil,Colombia, 
Uruguay & Argentina...LWTS JOIN TO BLOW UP 
THE FUCKIN' SYSTEM!t!t! 

LONG LIVE PUNK REVOLUTION!!! 
it} VIVA LA PUNK REVOLUCION!!!%! 
The J.A.R. collective still seems to be active and 


have a facebook page: www.facebook.com/Docu- 
Revolucionaria-1 19447. 5/ 
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| first saw BACKSTREET ABORTIONS a few 
years ago with HARD SKIN at one of their 
annual christmas gigs and they certainly woke 
up the early evening crowd gathering with 
their fast energetic take on 80s hardcore 
punk... With Biff of SICK ON THE BUS & 
VARUKERS on Guitar, Les of LEFT FOR 
DEAD, BUTCHER BABY & VARUKERS on 
bass, Kevin of VARUKERS on drums and 
Jesse’s in your face vocal style it was sure to 
be a hit. With incendiary songs about religion, 
abortion rights and many other subjects they 
definitely don’t mince their words. They have 
since been gigging quite a bit and have an EP 
“Gods A Pig” and LP “The Backstreet 
Abortions” so look out for their music and 
gigs!! | sent em a few questions which were 
answered by Jesse the singer. 
All the band have been around in the punk 
Scene for many years... can you give us a 
brief background and how and why you 
decided to get Backstreet Abortions 
together? 
| Just started writing lyrics , Biff liked them 
and started writing the music, at first we were 
only going to do one EP but songs kept 
coming. | just wanted to write about my 
experience with abortion , drugs , 
relationships, partying , life in general. 


BACKSTRET Flats 
Aportions 


Tell them all a bunch of lies... 


i 
: don't think like they do. Yea society does | 


After so many years of punk rock, do you 
think some of it can be occasionally 
repetitive? Obviously something still 
inspires people, both older punks and 
youngsters alike... what bands/ideas do 4 
you find exciting nowadays? ia 
Yea things can be repetitive but that’s not iq 
always a bad thing. | love all types of music so 
| never get bored finding new music that | can 
relate to. For new music | like Amyl and | t 
Sniffers. 

Abortion seems to be a topic you are very 
concerned with. What do you think about 
the way things are going? Some countries 
making progress with abortion access 4 
(Ireland, Argentina etc) while others seem i 
to be going backwards (USA, Poland...)? It 

all seems tied in with religious extremism... 
I'm from Texas as you can see they are going 
backwards about Abortion rights. It’s sad to 
see and | do whatever | can to help. | feel that \4 
Abortion shouldn't be made a politicalissue | 
it’s health care. There was such a difference of | 
the Abortion | had here in the UK and the one | 
had in Texas. i 
From the song “Gods A Pig” | get the 
feeling that you are not impressed by 
formal religion. Any reasons? Do you think 
society in general makes too many 
exceptions for religious beliefs? 

| have no problem at all with religious people. | 
think Most people need Something to believe 
in. | just hate when people try to force their 
ways on others or hate others because they 


| 
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'Gods a pig!! 


SM turn a blind eye to a lot of the fucked up 
shit some religious people do, 

at are some of the other things that piss 
YOU Off? Both within the punk scene and 
Society in general? 
In the punk scene i hate how People try to 
make rules about it, it is Silly. | don’t 
like people trying to police others. in society i 
wish people were More open minded and 
smiled more. 
Punk has always been predominantly a 
“live” experience, for me anyway. What are 
Some of the most memorable (and craziest) 
gigs you have played at? Or been to? 


biame the death on Poland's near-total abortion ban that 


Backstreet Abortions haven't played that 
many gigs. But | have been going to gigs for | 
over 30 years. Been to so many fun amazing | 
ones, most memorable were in the 90’s in 
Texas , gigs were Crazy | was always getting 
drunk and fighting racist assholes. 

Whats next for the Backstreet Abortions? ! 
We are writing for new EP at the moment | 
2022: Will it be a year where its all back to | 
normality and a fantastic lifestyle? Or more 
of the same shit? Any predictions? H 
I’m just hoping that we can travel soon | want | 
to get to back to Texas & Mexico to see family | 
and friends. Black Skin Black Flag Number 
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i ind activists 
which she was treated denies wrongdoing, but prosecutors have jaunched an investigation al 


This is about the only zine | ever 
see getting sold at gigs | 


Punk Vortex 

At last!! A solution for all you 
short-sighted punks who 
stubbornly refuse to get 
glasses: An “audio-zine” that 
you listen to, instead of read. 
Who says we don’t live in the 
modern world? Anyway, this is 
brought to you courtesy of JC 
(Joao Carlos) who in each issue 
presents a load of music and 
commentary. It leans towards 
the obscure and there are some 
real unknown gems in there. 
Plenty of raw/noisy stuff but 
with some variety and always 
some coverage of old Brazilian 
punk/hardcore. Also worth 
checking out is his record label 
and distro of the same name 
(see music reviews). Muito legal 
porra!!!(Bandcamp) 

Zounds Jigsaw 

OK, its not strictly speaking, a 
fanzine, but its not a CD or 
record either, right? Anyway, | 
guess it had to happen one 
day... punk jigsaws!! What 
better way to pass the 
afternoon in Antisect Acres 
retirement home? This famous 
poster that came with the 
Zounds “Cant Cheat Karma” Ep 


used to adorn thousands of 
bedroom walls up and down the 
country in the 80s and has now 
been resurrected as a jigsaw. 
There are 1000 (small) pieces in 
this so its not that easy, apart 
from that I’m not sure what to 
say. If you are a fan of punk and 
jigsaws then check it out, they 
have a few others like DOA, 
Subhumans, Rudimentary Peni 
etc as well as posters, books 
and music. (Amorphous Pieces) 
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Destroy and Run Number 9 
This London-based zine is 
normally written in Spanish 
(“Destruye Y Huye”) but they 
decided to do an English 
language edition. Great, 
optimistic, traditional 
cut'n’paste style zine including 
interviews with Cult Syndrome, 
Split Veins, Sudor, loads of 
drawings and comics and other 


written stuff about festivals etc. 
A good read. 
‘destruye_y huye@hotmail.com 


regularly these days so good 
effort from Ralph. Not the | 
typical'punk zine at all, it covers | 
issues related to immigration, 
colonialism, racism and history 
and seems to be very well 
researched and written. This 
issue concentrates on 
immigration and demonstrates | 
how movement of human 
populations has been constant 
since our earliest ancestors 
began moving about Africa 
many thousands of years ago 
before colonising the rest of the 
planet. From there it reaches its 
own conclusions which | guess | 
would be pretty unacceptable 
to some people these days. 
Great. 
(bsbfpublications@hotmail.co.u 
k) 
A Network Of Friends 
(Hardcore Zine Omnibus) 
Fuck, you wait years for azine | 
then suddenly 8 turn up at 
once! This glossy booklet 
compiles stuff from a load of 
21st century class zines such 
as: TASMANIAN ALCOHOLIC, 
LOST DREAMS, ONE WAY 
TICKET TO CUBESVILLE, OUR 
FUTURE, RIPPING THRASH, 
GADGIE, INTONIT and artwork 
by DANIEL HUGHES. Loads of 
great stuff from some of these 
long time zinesters, band 
interviews, articles, artwork, too 
much to go into but a great 
presentation of the modern 
state of the punk zine! 


(steve@rippingthrash.com) 


Can write 
eers! 
“Pye. 


iSsue. [f you 
in touch, ch 
BW 


= 


Y get 


Sell an 


Bee 


f 


anything or 


a 5 a i 
nought that Nigel was 2 7 


| always t 


\ 
IMosseg souen Ag Uy soy 


